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TUESDAY. OCTOBER 1. 1985

By MICHAEL R. GORDON

Special to The New York Times

WASHINGTON, Sept. 30 — The De-
cantly lowered its estimate of the

ured in the Geneva arms talks, Reagan
Administration officials said today.
Administration experts said the new
estimate reinforced the contention by
Some arms-control proponents that the
bomber, known in the West as the
Backfire. was designed to attack ships
and targets in Europe and Asia, not in
the United States. .
The new, lower intelligence agelzcy
estimate of the bomber’s range raises
questions about the Administration’s
decision to treat the Backfire as part of
Moscow’s’ long-range nuclear arsenal
in the Geneva talks.
But some Administration officials
said they expected the United States to
keep to its position that the Backfire
should be limited by any future arms
control agreement because the Soviet
Union could add to the bomber’s refuel-
ing capabilities.
Potential Threat Debated

The potential threat of the Backfire
to the United States mainland was
hotly debated in the late 1970’s by sup-
porters and opponents of the 1979 treaty
to limit strategic nuclear arms.

The Backfire was not defined as a
“*heavy bomber”’ in that treaty. In re-
turn the Soviet Union assured the
United States in a side agreement that

Arms Cut Is Not Balanced
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reatening.
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e chief Soviet nego-
arpov, said, “Let’s
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comment on the
:ad today at a 35
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minute meeting at the offices of the
United States Arms Control and Disar-
mament Agency. But the spokesman
said the Americans ed further
explanations at Tuesday’s meeting.

Riot Police Quit Brixton Area
After Two Nights of Unrest

LONDON, Sept. 30 (UPI) — Riot po-
lice withdrew today from London’s
Brixton district after two nights of riot-
ing in which 91 people were injured and
220 arrested.

Officials said damage might exceed
$7 million, as much as a riot earlier this
month in Birmingham, in which two

people died.
people appeared at a

More than 25
local court today and were charged

The rioting was sparked by the acci-
dental shooting of a black woman,
Cherry Groce, 38 years old, at her
home by policemen who were search-

fense Intelligence Agency has signifi-
range of a Soviet bomber that has fig-|

Pentagon Reassesses Soviet Bombet

the production rate of the bomber
would not exceed 30 a year, and that
Moscow would not give the Backfire
the capability to carry out interconti-

During the treaty debate, Carter Ad-
ministration officials said that the
bomber’s ability to carry out intercon-
tinental strikes was limited.

the Backfire as a strategic bomber
would lead the Soviet Union to step up
its demands for limits on American air-
caft based in Europe, a restriction op-
posed by the United States.

But critics of the 1979 treaty said that
the Backfire should be treated as a
heavy bomber, saying the plane could
carry a heavy weapons load to attack
the United States and then retum to the
Soviet Union or land at Cuban airfields.

Intelligence Agencies Differ

Agency and the Central Intelligence
Agency over the bomber’s range. The
C.I.A. took the less threatenizng view of
the bomber’s range and armament.

The Soviet Union insisted throughout
the treaty talks and since that the
bomber lacked the range to mount a
credible threat to the United States.

The -Reagan Administration's posi-
tion at the Geneva arms
that the Backfire should be counted as
a heavy bomber. And the Pentagon’s
latest report on Soviet military power

maintained that any effort to classify [cials added that the

out midair refueling. They also said the
new estimates implied that it would be

ft on very long-range missions.,. .
But they said it was not kno
whether the aircraft has the internal
mechanism to handle in-flight fueling
should probes be added to
new tankers buijlt. T
Arms experts differed over the sig-
ificance of the new estimates. ‘'t does
put Soviet intransigence on this issue in
@ different light,” said Raymond L.
arthoff, a senior feliow at the Brook-
ings Institution

the Soviet position was more reason-

able than some American officials had

thought. .

One Administration official argued
t the intelligence report settled the

ong-standing debate over the bomber

and established that it should not be in

the ‘‘strategic category.”

But a Pentagon official disagreed,
ing: ‘‘While the question of the

| expressed the former Defense Intelli-
gence Agency view :
had a unrefueled combat range of
about 3,000 miles. That
the bomber will fly at a high altitude to
conserve fuel, came in_low for an at.
tack and then resume its high-altitude
flight. Some military analysts say that
tactic is unrealistic because it would
make the bomber easier to detect and

to .

With the revision, “‘the Defense Intel-
ligence Agency has moved substantu-
ally in the direction of the C.ILA.,” an
Administration official said. Another
official described the situation as one of
*‘basic harmony”’ for the American in-
telligence branches over the plane’s
capabilities, although the two agencies
still differ slightly on the aircraft’s
range. . .
Range estimates depend on several
variables, including the amount of
Wweapons carried and the flight altitude.
Officials were relucant to give specific
estimates of the bomber's revised
range, but qge ventured it could be
about 20 percent less when fully loaded
than the previous military intelligence
figure. .
The revised estimate stems from
several factors, officials said, includ-
ing new information about the plane’s
fuel consumption. officials
said the new projections indicated the

that the Backfire |f;

‘‘the uncertain nature we have
en today of Soviet systems and the
roblems inherent in intelligence gath-

U.N. Considers Assessments.
Amid Doubt About U.S. Share

Sp'ddw'!‘heNewYork‘nmes

UNITED NATIONS, N.Y., Sept. 30—
The General Assembly budget commit-
looking at financial assess-
ments today for United Natijons mem-
bers amid inty about a possible
United States cut in contributions -

The committee recommends that for
1986-88, the United States continue g

the largest contributor, paying 25 pex-
budget.

countries would pay the minimum of
one-hundreth of 1 percent: Co
Congress has enacted a bill stipulat-
ing that uniess voting weighted accord-
ing to contributions was introduced on

ing for her son on an armed robbery
charge. ’

plane could not carry out a round-trip
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United Nations budget matters next
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